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28th ANNUAL RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM
WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY APRIL 1-2, 2026

ORAL PRESENTATIONS | Wed. April 1 | 9:00AM-2:00PM | Meier Hall Rooms 203 and 207
POSTER PRESENTATIONS | Wed. April 1 | 3:00PM-5:00PM | Student Union Lobby
KEYNOTE ADDRESS | Thurs. April 2 | 4:00PM | Meier Hall


ORAL PRESENTATIONS   |   MEIER HALL ROOMS 203 and 207 


9:00AM | MH203 
	Anan Aboni
	Development of a Regulatory Switch to Control CRISPR/Cas9 Activity and Minimize
	Off-Target Activity
	Mentor: Dr. Yun-Seok Choi

9:00AM | MH207
	Sawyer Hanson
	Playing Piano: A Support For Students With Dyslexia
	Mentor: Dr. Wendy Stewman

9:30 AM | MH203  
	Brecken Bolander	
	Aviation Advancements: Similarities and Differences between Germany, Great Britain
	and United States
	Mentor: Dr. Thomas Weyant

9:30AM | MH207  
	Josie Downing, Mackenzie Gill, Mirei Ukaji, Rain VanHolland
	Crime Content Exposure and Hybristophiliac Tendencies
	Mentor: Dr. Alissa Call


10:00AM | MH203  
	Lydia Cain
	 MEDIA IN THE BLAZE OF THE SATANIC PANIC
	Mentor: Dr. Thomas B. Weyant

10:00AM | MH207  
	 Jared Golinvaux
	そんのうじょうい と ふこくきょうへい: Slogans That's Brought About the Meiji
	Restoration	
	Mentor: Dr. Thomas B. Weyant

10:30AM | MH203
	Ceylin Kizilkaya	
	In Vitro Senolytic Efficacy Profiling and Novel Neural Senescence Biomarker
	Discovery
	Mentor: Dr. Matthew Pawlus

10:30AM | MH207 
	Olivia Schaefers	
	The Effects of Participant Perceptions on Subjective and Objective Results from Sleep
	and Behavioral Change Intervention Programs
	Mentor: Dr. Ashley Pfeiffer

11:00AM | MH203
	Owen Vaughn
	Polari: Speaking a Defunct "Language"
	Mentor: Dr. Courtney Huse-Wika

11:00AM | MH207 
	 Vida Dogskin, Tera Emmons, Kara Daum
	Digital Windows into Community Engagement: A Content Analysis of Black Hills
	Special Services Cooperative Facebook Posts
	Mentor: Dr. Trenton Ellis

11:30AM | MH203
	Dr. William Cockrell
Is Heated Rivalry Enough? Internalized Homophobia, Perceived Stigma, and Sexual Satisfaction in Sexual Minority Relationships.
	BHSU Seed Grant Recipient

11:30AM | MH207 
	James Roth
 	Mechanisms of Isolation in Two Gypsum Associated Species of Mentzelia section
	Bartonia (Losaceae)
	Mentor: Dr. Kathleen Madsen


12:00-1:00PM- BREAK


1:00PM | MH203 
	Dr. Sydney Haugland	
	The Family Bookshelf Project
BHSU Seed Grant Recipient

1:30PM | MH203
	Cade Olson, Ceylin Kizilkaya, Devin Messer
	Investigating the Role of Polystyrene Microplastics in Neural Development
	Mentor: Dr. Matthew Pawlus





POSTER PRESENTATIONS | STUDENT UNION LOBBY 


Lexie Bendigo, Trent Schmeichel; Tribal Government Officials’ Perceptions of Sexual Assault on 	Reservations.
	Mentor: Dr. Alissa Call
	This research has been accepted to the American Psychology Law Society Conference (APLS)

Paetyn Van Bibber, Josie Downing; The Effects of Defendant Sex and Race on Views of Stand Your 	Ground Cases	
	Mentor: Dr. Alissa Call

Grace Boysun; Brown Trout Redd Locations in Spearfish Creek, in the city of Spearfish, South
	Dakota, USA
	Mentor: Dr. Abigail Domagall

Marissa Brimmer, Gavin Ugland, Brooke Bloxom, Ari Scherer, Bre Coomes, Alyssa Diaz, Emma Ohm; 	Gender and Age Stereotypes
	Mentor: Dr. Cheryl Anagnopoulos

Katie Charest, Sebastian O’Farrell, Hally Johnson, Ashton Brown, Koni Hamilton, Abigail Robberson; 	Real-Time Monitoring of E. coli Metabolic Activity Under Stress Using the iLux System
	Mentor: Dr. Yun-Seok Choi

Taryn Davis; Evaluating a Commercial Composting Operation at Black Hills State University: A
	Comprehensive Approach	
	Mentor: Dr. Dan Asunskis

Alyssa Diaz, (Acknowledgements: Olivia Akin, Marissa Brimmer, Brooke Bloxom, Lukas Bodine, Bre Coomes, Ashley Kerr, Hadley Marquardt, Julia Mendel, Kaito Mumm, Emma Ohm, Arianna Scherer, Elly Storm, Gavin Ugland, and Paeton Van Bibber); The Order of First Impressions: Investigating Social 	Categorization of Faces
	Mentors: Dr. Eric Clapham and Dr. Cheryl Anagnopoulos

Colin Gholson; Communicating Climate	
	Mentor: Dr. Kayla Pritchard

Mackenzie Gill; Maternal Control and the Development of the Dark Triad
	Mentor: Dr. Alissa Call
	This research has been accepted to the American Psychology Law Society Conference (APLS)

Koni Hamilton, Sebastian O’Farrell, and Katie Charest; A Course-Based Undergraduate Research 	Experience for Semi-Automated Computational Design of a More Efficient Deubiquitinase.	Mentor: Dr. Yun-Seok Choi
	This research has been accepted to the American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular 	Biology Conference (ASBMB).

Connor Hutcheson, Olivia Schaefers; Correlation Between Strength and Sport Performance Tests Among 	Freshman NCAA Division II American Football Players
	Mentor: Dr. Craig Triplett
	
Michael May; Comparison of the Effectiveness of Different Lead Shield Arrangements for HPGe
	Detectors 
	Mentor: Dr. Brianna Mount

Kaito Mumm, Julia Mendel, Lucas Bodine, Hadley Marquardt, Elly Storm; Examining the Effects of Awe 	in Reducing State Anxiety
	Mentor: Dr. Eric Clapham
	This research has been accepted to the Western Psychological Association.

Emma Ohm; Hormonal Birth Control: Knowledge and Experience Among College Students
	Mentor: Dr. Cheryl Anagnopoulos

Cade Olson, Ceylin Kizilkaya, Devin Messer; Investigating the Role of Polystyrene Microplastics in Neural 	Development
	Mentor: Dr. Matthew Pawlus

Elly Storm; College Student Stress and Shelter Dogs Socialization
	Mentor: Dr. Alissa Call

Dylan Chase; Preliminary Petrogenesis Models of the Ultramafic in the Tinton Mineral Hill Region
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mentor: Dr. Abigail Domagall

Julia Mendel, Sebastian O’Farrell, Kalie Wielenga, Alyssa Cudney, Luke Whartman, Georgiana
Graef, Taryn Cook; COMT Genotype Moderates the Effects of a Brief Gratitude Writing Intervention on
	Salivary Alpha-Amylase Activity Following a Cold Pressor Test	
	Mentor: Dr. Nate Deichert
	This research has been accepted to The Society for Biopsychosocial Science and Medicine.

Devin Messer, Cade Olson, Ceylin Kizilkaya; Investigating melatonin's protective effects in retinal cells 	via cell metabolism
	Mentor: Dr. Matthew Pawlus
	This research has been accepted to the American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular 	Biology Conference (ASBMB).

Abigail Robberson; Cholesterol Medications Adjunctive Role in Breast Cancer
	Mentor: Dr. Matthew Pawlus

Kali Roduner; Morphology of Spearfish Creek, Lawrence County, South Dakota, USA
	Mentor: Dr. Abigail Domagall

Hasib Khan Shomudro, Abigail Goebel, Cade Olson; Targeting BMAA-Induced Neurotoxicity: The Central 	Role of Nucleoredoxin and the Protective Efficacy of the Novel BMAA Aptamer
	Mentor: Dr. Matthew Pawlus 
	This research has been accepted to the American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular 	Biology Conference (ASBMB).

Autumn Westinghouse, Megan Finstrom, Isabella Hofmann, Min Kyung Park, Owen Growney; Modular 	Design of Nedd8 FRET Sensors with a High Signal Dynamic Range
	Mentor: Dr. Yun-Seok Choi
	This research has been accepted to the American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular 	Biology Conference (ASBMB).
	

THURSDAY, APRIL 2ND, 2026
KEYNOTE SPEAKER | DELIA D’AMBRA
4:00PM Meier Recital Hall
Delia D’Ambra is an investigative journalist, writer, and storyteller who has covered gripping stories for local, national, and international audiences for more than a decade. Her curiosity, ethics, and compassionate approach to reporting has set the standard in an industry that requires a precise balance of transparency and tenacity. Delia has created, hosted, or executive-produced more than half a dozen chart-topping true-crime podcasts streamed by millions of listeners who find themselves drawn to detailed and heart-pounding interviews. Delia was born and raised in the Outer Banks of North Carolina and works wherever stories take her.
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