
 
 
 
 

“Fuel the Growth” 
Basic Economic Development Workshop 

September 15-17, 2021  
BHSU - Rapid City Center, 4300 Cheyenne Boulevard, Box Elder 

As of 7.28.2021 
 

   
 

DATE TIME TOPIC PRESENTER LOCATION 
Wednesday, 
Sept. 15 

 9:00 – 10:00  Registration & Continental 
Breakfast  

 BHSU-RC 
Atrium 

 10:00 – 10:15  Welcome & Introductions Hans Nelson, BHSU  
Pat Kurtenbach, Rushmore 
Region 

Room 112 

 10:15 – 10:30  Sponsor’s Welcome  Sponsor Room 112 
 10:30 – 12:00  Managing Economic 

Development Organizations  
Tom Johnson, CEO  
Elevate Rapid City 

Room 112 

 12:00 – 12:30 Lunch   Atrium 
 12:30 – 1:30  Business Retention & 

Expansion 
Joe Fiala, Partner Relations Dir., 
GOED 

Room 112 

 1:30 – 2:30  Energy 101: Electric and 
Natural Gas  

Bo Secrest, Rapid City Electric 
Operations Manager 
Black Hills Energy    

Room 112 

 2:30 – 2:45  Break    
 2:45 – 3:45  Entrepreneurial & Small 

Business Development  
Mike Bockorny, CEO  
Aberdeen Development Corp. 

Room 112 

 3:45 – 4:45  Data & Analytics in 
Economic Development 

Jennifer Ondell, Research 
Analyst, GOED 

Room 112 

 4:45 – 5:00  Wrap Up Q & A All Room 112 
 5:30 – 7:30 Welcome Reception Hosted by GOED Commissioner 

Westra & Staff; Guest speaker 
Jeff Finkle, President & CEO IEDC 

Courtyard Marriott 
Meeting Room  
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Thursday, 
Sept. 16 

7:00 – 8:00  Registration & Continental 
Breakfast  

 BHSU-RC  
Atrium 

 8:00 – 8:10  Yesterday’s Recap, Q&A, 
Today’s Agenda Overview  

Pat Kurtenbach 
Rushmore Region 

Room 112 



 8:10 – 9:15  ED Finance Daniel Ainslie, City Manager 
City of Sturgis 

Room 112 

 9:15 – 10:30  Workforce Development Kory Menken, Executive Director 
Spearfish Econ. Dev. Corp. 

Room 112 

 10:30 – 10:45 Break   Atrium 
 10:45 – 11:45  Economic Development 

Ethics 
Mark Vaux, Executive Director  
Watertown Development Co. 

Room 112 

 11:45 – 12:15  Lunch    
 12:15 – 1:30  Community/Neighborhood 

Development 
Michelle Kakacek, Director of 
Business Development 
Watertown Development Co. 

Room 112 

 1:30 – 2:30  Marketing/Attraction Janet Ady, CEO  
Ady Advantage 

Room 112 

 2:30 – 2:45  Break    
 2:45 – 4:15  Site Selector Preparedness; 

Q&A panel discussion 
Janet Ady, Joe Fiala, Bob Mundt Room 112 

 4:15 – 5:00  Economic Development 
Professionals Assoc. Update 

Chris Maxwell, Bob Mundt  
EDPA Board 

Room 112 

 5:30 – 6:30    
 

Ascent Innovation Tour Mitch Nachtigall, Elevate RC 
Ecosystem Development 
Director 

Ascent Innovation 
18 E. Main St., RC 

 6:30 -  Dinner on your own   
     
Friday, 
Sept. 17 

7:00 – 8:00  Continental Breakfast   Atrium 

 8:00 – 9:00  Real Estate Development & 
Reuse 

Bob Mundt, President/CEO,  
Sioux Falls Development Fndn. 

Room 112 

 9:00 – 10:00  Strategic Planning & 
Visioning  

Mutch Usera, Sr. Program Mngr - 
Community Affairs 
Black Hills Energy 

Room 112 

 10:00 – 10:15 Break   
 10:15 – 11:15  Panel discussion with 

presenters, moderated by 
BHSU 

Presenters, as available Room 112 

 11:15 – 12:00  Q&A, Closing Remarks, 
Complete Surveys 

BHSU, GOED, All Room 112 

 12:00 pm  Adjourn   
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