
Black Hills State University - CPA Licensure 

State 
California 

Professional Licensure/Certification Title Certified Public Accountant  

Professional Licensure/Certification Short 

Title/Acronym  CPA 

PLC Agency California Board of Accountancy  

PLC Agency Address 2450 Venture Oaks Way, Suite 300 

PLC Agency Address 2   

PLC Agency City, Zip, State Sacramento, CA 95833 

PLC Agency Contact Name Patti Bowers 

PLC Agency Point of Contact Title Executive Officer 

PLC Agency Contact Phone 916-263-3680 

PLC Agency Contact Email pbowers@cba.ca.gov 

PLC Agency Website URL https://www.dca.ca.gov/cba/index.shtml 

Links to Rules/Regulations/Statues https://www.dca.ca.gov/cba/about-cba/laws-and-rules.shtml 

Parent Agency name   

Reciprocity Agreement? No 

Is the PLC Agency a member of a Reciprocity 

or Regional/National Compact   

Does the PLC Agency require educational 

institutions be approved in the state where the 

individual will apply for PLC? No 

URL for approval process information   

Accreditation required for Degree-Granting 

Institutions Regional: Yes - Either Regional or National Professional: No 

Degree Requirement to be eligible for 

Professional Licensure/Certification Bachelor’s Degree 

The PLC Agency requires specific type of 

Education Hours to be eligible for PLC Semester Credit Hours    

Total Credit hours above/Post Education 

Hours Required to be eligible for PLC 150 
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Specific Education Undergraduate 

Requirements 

ARTICLE 5. Certificates, Information and Records [5080 - 5095] 

(Article 5 heading repealed and added by Stats. 1959, Ch. 310.) 5093. 

(a) To qualify for the certified public accountant license, an applicant 

who is applying under this section shall meet the education, 

examination, and experience requirements specified in subdivisions (b), 

(c), and (d), or othe1wise prescribed pursuant to this article. The board 

may adopt regulations as necessary to implement this section. (b) (1) 

An applicant for admission to the certified public accountant 

examination under this section shall present satisfactory evidence that 

the applicant has completed a baccalaureate or higher degree conferred 

by a degree-granting university, college, or other institution of learning 

accredited by a regional or national accrediting agency included in a list 

of these agencies published by the United States Secretary of Education 

under the requirements of the federal Higher Education Act of 1965 as 

amended (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1001 et seq.), or meeting, at a minimum, the 

standards described in subdivision (c) of Section 5094. The total 

educational program shall include a minimum of 24 semester units in 

accounting subjects and 24 semester units in business-related subjects. 

This evidence shall be provided at the time of application for admission 

to the examination, except that an applicant who applied, qualified, and 

sat for at least two subjects of the examination for the certified public 

accountant license before May 15, 2002, may provide this evidence at 

the time of application for licensure. (A) An applicant enrolled in a 

program at an institution as described in this paragraph that grants 

conferral of a baccalaureate degree upon completion of the 150 

semester units required by paragraph (2) of this subdivision may satisfy 

the requirements of this paragraph if the applicant's institution mails the 

applicant's official transcript or its equivalent together or separately 

with a letter signed by the institution's registrar, or its equivalent, 

directly to the board pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 5094. The 

letter shall include all of the following: (i) A statement that the 

applicant is enrolled and in good standing in a program that will result 

in the conferral of a baccalaureate degree upon completion of either a 

master's degree or the 150 semester units required by paragraph (2) of 

this subdivision. (ii) A statement that the applicant has completed all 

requirements, including general education and elective requirements, 

for a baccalaureate degree and the only reason the college or university 

has yet to confer the degree is because the applicant is enrolled in a 

program that confers a baccalaureate degree upon completion of either 

a master's degree or the 150 semester units required by paragraph (2) of 

this subdivision. (iii) The date on which the applicant met all of the 

college's or university's requirements for conferral of a baccalaureate 

degree. (B) The total educational program for an applicant described in 

subparagraph (A) shall include a minimum of 24 semester units in 

accounting subjects and 24 semester units in business-related subjects. 

This evidence shall be provided at the time of application for admission 

to the examination, except that an applicant who applied, qualified, and 

sat for at least two subjects of the examination for the ce1tified public 

accountant license before May 15, 2002, may provide this evidence at 

the time of application for licensure. (2) An applicant for issuance of 

the certified public accountant license under this section shall present 

satisfacto1y evidence that the applicant has completed at least 150 

semester units of college education, including a baccalaureate or higher 

degree conferred by a college or university, meeting, at a minimum, the 

standards described in Section 5094, the total educational program to 

include a minimum of 24 semester units in accounting subjects, 24 
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semester units in business-related subjects, and, after December 31, 

2013, shall also include a minimum of 10 units of ethics study 

consistent with the requirements set forth in Section 5094.3 and 20 

units of accounting study consistent with the regulations promulgated 

under subdivision (c) of Section 5094.6. This evidence shall be 

presented at the time of application for the certified public accountant 

license. Nothing in this paragraph shall be deemed inconsistent with 

Section 5094 or 5094.6. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to 

be inconsistent with prevailing academic practice regarding the 

completion of units. (c) An applicant for the certified public accountant 

license shall pass an examination prescribed by the board. (d) (I) The 

applicant shall show, to the satisfaction of the board, that the applicant 

has had one year of qualifying experience. This experience may include 

providing any type of service or advice involving the use of accounting, 

attest, compilation, management advisory, financial advisory, tax, or 

consulting skills. (2) To be qualifying under this section, experience 

shall have been pe1formed in accordance with applicable professional 

standards. Experience in public accounting shall be completed under 

the supervision or in the employ of a person licensed or otherwise 

having comparable authority under the laws of any state or country to 

engage in the practice of public accountancy. Experience in private or 

governmental accounting or auditing shall be completed under the 

supervision of an individual licensed by a state to engage in the practice 

of public accountancy. (3) Notwithstanding paragraph (2), the board 

may, by regulation, allow experience in academia to be qualifying 

under this section. (e) Applicants completing education at a college or 

university located outside of this state, meeting, at a minimum, the 

standards described in Section 5094, shall be deemed to meet the 

educational requirements of this section if the board determines that the 

education is substantially equivalent to the standards of education 

specified under this chapter. (t) An applicant who has successfully 

passed the examination requirement specified under Section 5082 on or 

before December 31, 2013, may qualify for the certified public 

accountant license without satisfying the 10 semester units of study set 

fo1th in Section 5094 .3 or 20 semester units of accounting study 

consistent with the regulations promulgated under Section 5094.6, if the 

applicant completes all other requirements for the issuance of a license 

on or before December 31, 2015. (Amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 400, 

Sec. 5. (SB1467 Effective Jan 1, 2015) For specific course details go to 

section III of CPA Licensing Applicant Handbook 

http://www.dca.ca.gov/cba/applicants/applbook. pdf 

Specific Education Graduate Requirements   

Does the PLC Agency regulate Post-

Licensure/Certification Programs? No 

Advanced Degree PLC Information   

URL to agency responsible for approving Post 

Education Licensure degree programs   

Does PLC Agency approval of a program for 

an advanced degree indicate eligibility to 

practice in that capacity   

Agency Name & URL responsible for 

determining eligibility to practice   
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What additional PLC Agency/State 

requirements must be met in order to practice 

in that capacity    

PLC Agency requires  

faculty/instructors to be licensed in the 

Licensing/Certification state to teach    

Does PLC Agency require 

Practicum/Internships/Field Work/Clinicals 

(PIFWC)?    

PIFWC Required to be eligible for PLC    

PIFWC Requirement Details   

Does the PLC Agency or State require prior 

notification for PlFWC    

Do Clinical instructors need to be licensed to 

supervise PIFWC?    

PIFWC hours   

PIFWC setting   

PIFWC period   

PIFWC Supervisor requirements/ 

qualifications   

Examinations Required Yes 

I. Examination Title AICPA 

2. Examination Title 

Ethics Exam - PETH examination administered by the California CPA 

(CalCPA) Education Foundation 

PLC Agency Requires: Fingerprints Other 

Meets Certified Public Accountant (CPA) PLC 
Pre-education requirements, Yes = Y, No = N 
& Undetermined = U Y 

Date Reviewed 5/14/2021 

Person Reviewed David L Crawford 

Additional information needed to make 
determination   

Dean of School of Business 

  

Chair of School of Business 

  

Reviewer 
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