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Well, here we are at the end of another semester. Shortly the dust
will settle from final projects, exams and grade submissions, and the
holidays will be upon us. As you look toward Spring Semester,
perhaps you will find some inspiration in these pages: Sandy
Klarenbeek’s success with clickers, startling information on who’s
reading and who isn’t, tips on how to make your computer work for
you for a change, a new source for digital video content, and a list of
up-coming free professional development seminars.
We, the friendly members of your College Technology Committee,
wish you a marvelous holiday season and a spectacular start to
2010.
Dorothy Fuller, Sunhwi Kim & Laura Turner

Spotlight on Success: Sandy Klarenbeek Makes Her Classes Click

Sandy Klarenbeek
teaches Wellness for
Life, a required
freshman class with an
average of 70 students
in each section. Sandy describes it as “an easy
class to cut.” Traditionally, the course was
designed with a pretest, a post test, with
lectures and online chapter tests in between,
but she was unsatisfied both with the format
and the results. Sandy channeled her boundless
energy into finding a better way of generating
interest and motivation for the students. Her
solution was “Clickers,” officially known as
audience response systems. These are handheld
radio frequency devices that allow class

members to respond to specific questions
presented through a PowerPoint presentation.
Each clicker is digitally assigned to a specific
student, and the responses are instantly
tabulated by the
accompanying software
and results can be
displayed on the
PowerPoint slides to
stimulate class
discussion.
Sandy has experimented and found several
applications that increase both her own and
student satisfaction with the course:






At the beginning of the class she presents a “warm-up” question that helps students settle in
and begin to focus on the lesson, and it takes attendance at the same – all in less than a minute.
She identifies frequently missed quiz questions and integrates those into her PowerPoint
presentation, inviting students to click their answers. When the results are flashed on the screen
seconds later, she has an opening to address common misconceptions.
She constructs her presentations and integrates questions to move from the simple to the
complex and invites students to address the differences of opinions and perceptions disclosed
with each graph of resulting responses.

Sandy warns that learning to use the system effectively does require additional time to learn the basics,
experiment, and practice, but she thinks that it is time well spent for the results that she has attained:




Increased student attendance throughout the semester
Improved test scores
Increased evidence of students taking responsibility for their own learning.

Current Research: Who’s Reading (And who’s not)
Educators frequently complain that their students don’t read. If a picture tells a thousand words, then
the two images below from a recent report by the Global Information Industry Center at the University
of California, San Diego are of interest. The first image shows the average American’s hourly information
consumption per day. Note that the small yellow wedge represents printed text, which of course is the
overwhelmingly dominant information medium in schools. The second image shows the changing levels
of the prevalence of reading in our lives since 1960. This information was collected from all Americans.
How different might the graphs look if the information reflected only those under 25?

For more information on this report, go to http://www.dangerouslyirrelevant.org/2009/12/singlemedia-schools-multimedia-world.html

New Web-based Resource: WatchKnow
Spring semester is rapidly approaching. Based on student preferences and evidence of non-reading
behaviors, perhaps you have decided to introduce more short videos relevant to your content. Now the
problem comes of where to find the “good stuff” without frittering away days previewing, searching,
previewing, etc.
To the rescue comes WatchKnow! WatchKnow is a directory of free educational videos from a variety of
sources on the Web. It uses a revised wiki format that allows registered users to submit resources into
specific categories create additional categories as needed and encourages user ratings of the
educational quality of the videos. This site went public in October 2009, but has been under production
and testing for a year and a half. The mastermind behind WatchKnow is Larry Sanger, one of the
founders of Wikipedia. WatchKnow currently has indexed 13,328 videos (and counting).
WatchKnow: http://www.watchknow.org/

Technology Tips from Laura: Desktop Management

Do you ever have the lost document blues? Do you get dire warnings
from your computer that your disk is running out of space? Help is at
hand! The following tips are quick and easy to use techniques that can
help you clean up your desktop, manage your files and folders and
find that file that you really need right now.

Creating Folders (This can be done from the desktop, from your D drive and on your USB drives as
well.)

1. Create folders to hold your documents. Name your folders appropriately. Drag or save
documents to your folders. To create a folder or file:
a. right click anywhere on the desktop/D drive and then
b. click on New and then on Folder.

Do not put files/folders directly on your desktop. When you do this it slows down your
computer’s ability to quickly process data. A better idea is to put those files/folders on the D
drive where there is more room and then place shortcuts on the desktop.
To create a shortcut
1. right click on the file or folder and Click shortcut

2. You will then see a shortcut to the file listed on the D drive file list.
3. Drag that shortcut to your desktop, and you will see the new icon there.

If your system seems to be working slower than usual, try the following Clean Disk option. This option
allows you to reduce the number of unnecessary files on your hard disk to free up disk space and help
your computer run faster. It removes temporary files, empties the Recycle Bin, and removes a variety of
system files and other items that you no longer need.

1. Open your My Computer window and right
click on the C or D drive, whichever one you
wish to clean up.
2. Click on Properties.

3. In the window that opens click on Disk Cleanup

4. Follow the prompts and you will then see a
number of types of files to delete with
checkboxes in front of them

5. You can leave the all checked and then click on
OK.

If you have lost a file on your system, look in the Documents folder on the D drive first. If it is not there,
then try the following:



Click on the Start Menu button and then type in the name of the file in the Start Search dialog
box.

Professional Development Opportunities
The College of Education has a season pass to all ISTE Technology in Practice Webinars for the 2009 2010 academic year. Each Webinar features a Web 2.0 tool or innovative technology of wide appeal to
both university faculty and K-12 teachers alike. These webinars highlight practical tools and strategies to
help educators improve the educational experience and capture value from new and existing technology
investments.
The webinars are normally scheduled on Wednesday afternoons at 2:00 (Mountain Time). Since not
everyone is available at that time, the webinars are also archived, and ISTE provides an access code to
open any of the archived sessions at more convenient times.
The following pages provide the currently scheduled webinars for January and February 2010 as well as
a list of archived webinars available for our enjoyment.
If you would like to participate in any of these activities, please contact Dorothy Fuller
(Dorothy.Fuller@bhsu.edu) or (telephone: 642-6887). If you have a suggested time when many of us
can come together to view and discuss these presentations together, please let Dorothy know as well.

ISTE Webinars Scheduled in January & February 2010 (live sessions)
Date/Time
Wednesday, Jan 6, 2010
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan 13, 2010
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan 20, 2010
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan 27, 2010
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb 3, 2010
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb 10, 2010

Presentation

Presenter

Battery Powered Computers
Are you looking for an excellent alternative and or an extension to your laptop/desktop?
If so, then battery-powered computers might be just the answer you’re looking for!
Examples include current products such as the Neo, The Writer and the Quickpad, which
are all devices that run on AA batteries. One model runs for 700 hours, about a year’s
use.
Battery Powered Computers offer unique opportunities and advantages for use in the
classroom. These devices are used for teaching keyboards skills, writing and general
English skills. Some are now adding maths skills, testing skill and new opportunities are
being offered with wireless. These devices are simple to use, simple to learn to use and
don’t distract students with too many features – students remain focused on the task
and get on with the work. They are lightweight, inexpensive have a long battery life and
are extremely robust. Just what the education sector needs.
PLN: Building and Growing Your Own Professional Learning Network:
Collaborative social networks allow educators to create online communities that support
their personal and professional learning. Whether your personal learning network is
overflowing or just starting to grow, this online webinar will help you to refine your
network to best suit your learning needs. We'll lead you to interesting people who
advocate for the effective use of technology literacy to improve your 21st teaching and
learning environment. We will discuss tips and tricks to leverage the potential of these
networks and provide resources to help attendees set up their own networks.
Participants will gain hands-on experience using social media such as Twitter, Facebook,
Ning, and Delicious to build professional learning networks.
TBA

Pete Dailhou: An assistant principal in a primary school,
Principal of a coaching/tutoring and mentoring school, CEO of
Battery Powered Computers and a regular presenter,
consultant and trainer in the technology area. He has been
involved in the development of teachers through the New
South Wales Computer Education Group (NSWCEG), The
Australian Council for Computers in Education (ACCE) and ISTE.

Emerging Technologies in the Science Classroom
The world is changing as technology changes the nature of the “community” in which we
live. Students already use technology that brings us closer such as chat rooms, iPods
(MP3 players), and digital media. Using Web 2.0 tools is a natural next step. Today’s
students use FaceBook or MySpace for social connection. Web 2.0 tools allow for social
interaction to be integrated into the curriculum. We will demonstrate ways to
effectively make use of these technologies in the science classroom. The NETS-S provide
standards identifying what students should be able to do related to technology skills.
Web 2.0 tools provide many opportunities to transform the digital learning environment
by providing students with the ability to make social connections in completing their
assignments. This session will explore how to use the latest Web 2.0 tools available
including Google Docs, Delicious, VoiceThread and more.

Ben Smith has been a physics teacher at Red Lion Area High
School, located in south central Pennsylvania, for the past 20
years. He is also the Technology Resource Teacher supervising
technology related professional development in the district.
Ben was named as a Keystone Educator in Pennsylvania for
outstanding integration of technology into his teaching.

Naomi Harm, ME-PD: Best known as an educational
technology enthusiast and guru, welcomes every opportunity
to share her expertise and best practices relating to technology
infused teaching and learning environments. She is now the
National Senior Trainer at Intel. Naomi is truly passionate about
building global relationships with educational technology
leaders, while engaging in meaningful and collaborative
conversations to meet the needs of today's diverse learners.

Jared Mader is the Director of Technology for the Red Lion
Area School District. He is responsible for overseeing all of the
professional development related to technology and
technology integration in the district. He creatES both a
traditional and a virtual learning environment for his students
through the use of Blackboard

TBA
MMORPG: What Is It and How Can It Help Students in the Classroom

Leslie Fisher

2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb 17, 2010
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Digital Citizenship

Jason Ohler

Archived ISTE Webinars (Can Be Scheduled at Most Any Time)
Presentation
Screencasting
The web is all about sharing. Screencasting lets you share a recording of your computer screen activity,
along with your voice or other audio, for others to view. Perhaps you want to demonstrate how to use a
certain piece of software, or navigate through a website - screencasting can record the whole thing.
Screencasts can be short demonstrations, or longer tutorials. This webinar will show you how to create
your own screencasts, examine a few screencasting tools, and provide tips and insights for making the
most of your screencasts.

Learning WITH the World….Using Technology to Connect Students Globally in Project Based
Learning
The objective of this session is to inspire and encourage teachers and administrators to engage their
students in Global Collaborative Projects using Information and Communications Technologies. By using
examples of students’ projects, interactions, artefacts and collaborations between students and their
global partners, it will become evident that these connections are beneficial and inspirational for students
and teachers.
We will show that students who participate in Global collaborative projects have the opportunity to use
higher order and critical thinking skills while engaging in highly motivating and engaging projects. These
projects encourage collaboration with individuals from around the world, with whom students might not
otherwise have the opportunity to communicate.
Students have developed real and meaningful relationships with students from all over the world. They
have developed friendships that have defied the barriers of age, race, economics and geography that
inspire others. These global collaborative projects are the embodiment of character education in action.
Using real and extremely moving examples, how connecting our students in Canada to others around the
world, has, and is, changing all of our lives, while making a difference to our planet. Using a variety of tools
such as web pages, wikis, blogs, collaborative classroom space, web casts. video conferencing and e-mail,
students participate in projects that are based on common themes and based in curriculum that meets
provincial and state standards. Students learn with each other not just about each other.

Presenter
Chris O’Neal serves as a faculty associate for the George Lucas
Educational Foundation; provides leadership professional
development, content development, and consulting for ISTE
(International Society for Technology in Education); serves as a
leadership facilitator for SETDA (the U.S. State Educational
Technology Directors Association), and conducts educational
leadership institutes, workshops, and evaluations for organizations
around the world.
Mali Bickley has 27 years experience as a classroom teacher. Over
the past 6 years, she has used ICT and successfully integrated
literacy and content area curriculum to have her students connect,
communicate and collaborate with several classes from around the
world. As a classroom teacher, Mali is uses Global Education
Projects to integrate reading and writing strategies into meaningful
projects that connect students globally. Mali’s students have
successfully collaborated with each other and students around the
world to make a difference in the lives of others. Her students won
the National Multimedia Award from the Calgary Board of
Education for their “My Hero” movie. Mali is the assistant country
coordinator of iEARN Canada and designs and facilitates many
international projects.
Jim Carleton has been a classroom teacher for 24 years. Presently
Jim is the Informations Communications and Technology
consultant at the Simcoe County District School Board in Barrie,
Ontario, Canada. Jim is passionate about using technology to
connect students together globally to make a difference in the
world. He has won numerous local and national awards for his
work in using ICT to connect students from around the world in
meaningful projects. Jim is the county coordinator for the
Canadian division of the International Educational and Resource
Network (iEARN) and also a member of several organizations that
focus on global collaboration and responsible use of ICT.

Internet Privacy & Security
How do we keep our personal lives personal and our computers secure in these days of the always-on
internet? Find out in this webinar, where we will discuss internet safety topics including: Password best
practices, Preventing drive-by computer infections, Safe social media, Protecting your reputation online,
Location aware applications

Twenty-first Century Skills
How many times have you heard someone say that we must be prepare our students for the 21st century?
There is a big push to teach 21st century skills, but what does this actually mean? In 2007, the
International Society for Technology in Education released the technology standards and performance
indicators for students. This webinar will go over each of the six standards as well as provide examples of
activities and lessons that seamlessly integrate technology. I will also introduce several Web 2.0 tools and
show you how they can be used to help meet the ISTE NETS for students. You will leave the session with a
deeper knowledge of the NETS-S as well as a list of Web 2.0 tools that you can begin using right away.

Integrating Technology in the Classroom
The NETS for Students provide a map for what 21st-century students should be able to do. This session will
investigate how teachers can effectively integrate technology seamlessly into their classroom. From the
one-computer classroom to one laptop per child, you will see how to make use of different technologies.
We will share some best practices and handouts with ideas. Learn how to identify and discuss ways to
categorize the use of technology as a blueprint for integrating its use into the regular classroom. We will
then share sample projects including the exemplary work of students. These projects focus not simply on
content, but also the technology standards set forth in the NETS. Students in our classes utilize technology
as the tool for finding information, collecting data, analyzing data, and communicating their learning.
Students use a wide variety of software and hardware to accomplish the regular tasks assigned in class.
Over the course of a school year, students develop the ability to identify and utilize technology in the
normal course of their work.

Peer Coaching: Keystone to Twenty-first Teaching and Learning
Every day we hear that educators must change the way they teach. They must integrate technology into
st
classroom learning activities to help students develop 21 Century skills. Who is helping teachers develop
these skills and competencies? Is this professional development effective?
Participants in this Webinar will explore the effect of typical professional development, the characteristics
of effective professional development, and the classroom impact of this type of professional learning.
They will see how Peer Coaching aligns with current research and learn about the program goals and
strategies Peer Coaching uses to prepare teacher leaders to coach other educators. Finally, participants
will learn how Peer Coaching has helped educators in more than 47 countries to adopt instructional
st
strategies and integrate technology in ways that help them offer students 21 Century learning
experiences.

Andre Chinn is the Instructional Technology Coordinator at the
University of Oregon School of Journalism and Communication,
where he has worked for the last nine years on a variety of topics
including implementation of electronic portfolios, incorporation of
digital video into the curriculum and systems for streaming and
archiving live video. Andre's strength lies with his ability work as an
intermediary between the complex world of technology and those
who must navigate that world.
Beth Still is a high school Social Studies teacher in Western
Nebraska. She was a member of the team that helped establish
this new online school that offers classes to students in twenty-one
districts across western Nebraska.
Beth currently teaches online as well as blended face to face
classes. She is also the social studies course developer at her
school. In addition to her classroom responsibilities she has led
several professional development sessions based on goal setting
and Web 2.0 tools.
Ben Smith has been a physics teacher at Red Lion Area High
School, located in south central Pennsylvania, for the past 20
years. He is also the Technology Resource Teacher supervising
technology related professional development in the district. Ben
was named as a Keystone Educator in Pennsylvania for outstanding
integration of technology into his teaching.
Jared Mader is the Director of Technology for the Red Lion Area
School District. He is responsible for overseeing all of the
professional development related to technology and technology
integration in the district. He creatES both a traditional and a
virtual learning environment for his students through the use of
Blackboard
Les Foltos is currently the edLAB Director at the Puget Sound
Center (PSC). He is the chief architect of the Peer Coaching
program which trains teacher leaders to help colleagues in their
st
schools to integrate technology into 21 Century classroom
activities. Microsoft partnered with the PSC to implement Peer
Coaching worldwide, and Foltos leads the team that is working
with the 47 nations that are implementing Peer Coaching. Foltos
also has designed and led learning activities at each of Microsoft’s
Worldwide Innovative Teachers Forums, and regional Innovative
Teachers Forums in Asia, Latin America, the U.S. and Canada.

Global Collaboration Projects & Blogging: Open the Door to New Friends from Faraway Places
Explore the limitless possibilities of cross-cultural interactions via global
collaboration projects! Participants will be engaged in an interactive presentation where online projects
will be showcased utilizing ePals, Global School House Network, and Global Education Collabortive. We will
also take a closer look at existing K-16 classroom projects and discover how easy it is to design and publish
your own interactive project through a blog presence to make meaningful real-world connections with
your students and other classrooms from around the
world. These global collaboration projects will promote a 21st century skills of global literacy and multicultural awareness, while fostering mutual respect, tolerance, and communication inside and outside of
the classroom.

Digital Literacy: New Media Literacy & Narrative in Education – Tools, Perspective, &
Assessment
Jason demonstrates practical tools and processes for implementing new media narrative and digital
storytelling projects in educational activities in exciting, creative ways using largely free digital tools. In
addition, he addresses a number of topics, including media assessment, media grammar and the role of
research-based digital stories and media development in the curriculum. This presentation also offers
practical and conceptual ways for students to participate in the world of Web 2.0 using new media
narrative they create for school projects.

Naomi Harm, ME-PD: Best known as an educational technology
enthusiast and guru, welcomes every opportunity to share her
expertise and best practices relating to technology infused
teaching and learning environments. She is now the National
Senior Trainer at Intel. Naomi is truly passionate about building
global relationships with educational technology leaders, while
engaging in meaningful and collaborative conversations to meet
the needs of today's diverse learners.

Dr. Jason Ohler is a speaker, writer, teacher, researcher, and
lifelong digital humanist who is well known for the passion, insight,
and humor he brings to his presentations, projects and writings. He
has worked with online and onsite educational environments at
home and internationally for over a quarter century helping
students develop the new literacies they need to be successful in
the digital age. He is a passionate promoter of “Art the Fourth R”
and of combining innovation, creativity and digital know-how to
help reinvent teaching and learning. He has won a number of
awards for his work and is author of many books, articles, and
online resources. His next book, due out in 2010, is titled Digital
Citizenship and the Re-Imagination of Education. His current
book, Digital Storytelling in the Classroom, reminds us that he is
first and foremost a storyteller, telling tales of the future that are
grounded in the past.
“The goal is the effective, creative, and wise use of technology . . .
to bring together technology, community, and learning in ways
that work. And while we are at it, to have fun.”

