University Assessment Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 28, 2010 at 3:30 pm
Enrollment Conference Room
In attendance: Erin Holmes, David Haney, Lois Flagstad, Pamela Carriveau, Danielle
Brady, Janet Briggs, Abigail Domagall, Holly Boomer and Gregg Galea.
Erin Holmes opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to the new school year. She
then introduced the new member, Pamela Carriveau to the committee.
Erin introduced Dr. David Haney, the new Vice President of Academic Affairs and Provost
to the committee and turned the floor over to him for comments.
Dr. Haney briefed us that he believes in direct assessment of learning outcomes where
there is real course embedded assessment rather than simply testing. He believes in
portfolios as an assessment tool and that assessment should be handled by the “people
on the ground”. Furthermore, assessment should be qualitative and quantitative, using
data driven decision making with critical thinking, creative ideas and liberal learning
outcomes. He also said that assessment can be both good and bad when dealing with the
issues of resources. He suggested the Barbara Walvoord book, Assessment Clear and
Simple: A Practical Guide for Institutions, Departments, and General Education as a good
resource for information on assessment.

Erin facilitated the conversation concerning last year’s assessment liaison experiences and
if people thought it was working or we could improve. It was asked if there was any
additional training or other resources that could be given to those needing to better
understand how to do program assessments and in turn pass that information on to others.
Janet brought up that what is going on in the Colleges has an effect on the effectiveness of
the liaison program. She gave the College of Education as an example. Their main focus
right now is the NCATE review so they do not really need an assessment committee
liaison at the moment. Also, the question was asked if it would be more beneficial to have
a program liaison that has knowledge of the program, and others wondered about faculty
and staff continuing to be a “bit reticent’ to talk about assessment. This topic will be
revisited at the next committee meeting.
Formative assessment was brought up during the conversation as well and Holly explained
how it is an assessment tool that assesses learning along the way to improve meeting
learning outcomes. This diagnostic use of assessment to provide feedback to teachers
and students over the course of instruction is called formative assessment.
The topic of streamlining the reports and processes was a topic of discussion that will also
be revisited next meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

