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The Honors Program: Information about Contracts
What is an Honors Contract?

In some situations, University Scholars have the option of taking contract courses to fulfill credit requirements of the program. A contract course is an agreement between a professor and an individual student whereby the student can earn honors credit in a regular class. The contract stipulates what additional work will supplement the usual requirements of the class. The aim of an honors contract is to give the student a more challenging and individualized course of study. 

Why Contracts?

Because an extraordinary circumstance may prevent you from taking a designated Honors course or you are a student of a pre-2015 cohort who is required to contract for intermediate credits.

How Do I Make a Contract?

Select a in your major or minor that you want to take as an honors course. (For intermediate Honors credit, this must be an upper-level course in your major/minor.) Ask the professor (preferably before you register for the class) whether he or she is willing to work with you under an honors contract. If so, arrange a meeting with the professor by the end of the first week of class to decide what additional work you will do for Honors credit. Complete the necessary form, attach a copy of the class’s syllabus, and submit these materials to the Honors Director for approval by census date.

What Are Some Ideas for Extra Work?

Anything that will give you an added challenge, follow your interests, and meet your instructor’s idea of what a more rigorous program of study would entail. Here are a few examples: 

· Longer or additional essays or papers
· Supplemental or additional research
· In-class presentations or lectures
· Additional (and more challenging) problems, experiments, or readings
· Creative endeavors such as an exhibit, a collection of short stories or poems, or musical compositions
· A conference paper and/or participation in a professional conference
· Novels to supplement a course
· A semester-long blog on topics relevant to class or supplemental work
· Analysis of complex, scientific issues in popular culture or media
· Reviews of books or films related to the topic
· Travel to a series of cultural events or field research (with appropriate review and documentation)
· Experiential learning or service-learning 

Then What?   

Complete your contracted work by the final week of class. The director will contact your professor to determine whether the honors contract work was completed. If so, the director will notify the Registrar’s Office to indicate the Honors credit on your transcript. 

What if I Don’t Finish the Extra Work?

If you complete the work for the course but not the additional work stipulated by the contract, then you can still receive regular credit for the class. While professors may assign a grade of Incomplete for the semester’s work, there is no extra time allowed for completing the work for Honors credit.

Honors Contract 
University Honors Program at BHSU
_____________________________________________________________________

Semester and Academic Year:  __________________

Student Name ___________________________________________________
E-mail address ___________________________________________________
Phone number ___________________________________________________
Contact address ___________________________________________________
Major and Minor ___________________________________________________
Course Prefix and Number ___________________________________________________
Course Name ___________________________________________________
Credit Hours Semester ___________________________________________________
Instructor Phone number __________________________________________________
Instructor Box Number and Department ______________________________________________
Description of Study Plan: Attach a copy of the syllabus for the regular course, and explain in

detail the nature of additional readings, projects, or other work that will be completed to

earn the student Honors credit for the course. (Attach a separate sheet if necessary.)

Product(s): Explain what tangible products will result from the semester’s work (papers,

collaborative work, presentations, etc.) Additional Meetings: It is important that part of the additional requirements the course be individual meetings and interaction with the instructor outside of the classroom. We ask that you schedule some kind of regular, additional meeting and indicate the time and nature of the meetings here. 

Student Signature __________________________________ Date ____________
Faculty Signature __________________________________  Date ____________
This Contract must be submitted to the Honors Program Director no later than census date. The instructor and the student will be notified of the contract’s approval/denial.

............................................................................................................................................................
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Approved  MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image2.emf]

Bottom of Form

Denied  MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image3.png]




Rationale/Reason for Denial: 

 __________________________________________________________________________
Signature, Director of Honors Program 



Date
