MINUTES OF COE GRADUATE COUNCIL
February 13, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT: Alsup, Austin, Calhoon, Chandler, Cooch, Fuller, Hall,
Hovland,, Jones, Molseed, Simpson, Stone
Simpson shared the email going out to all cohort members at “culminating event decision
checkpoints.” The group gave some feedback and then approved the message. The email
is shown below. The group also briefly discussed the culminating events section of the
Graduate Guidebook and suggested minor changes. Simpson will make the changes and
follow through with sending the following email to candidates:
CULMINATING EVENT DECISION CHECKPOINT
This email is a reminder that you should be moving toward a decision regarding
your culminating/capstone event. If you are in your first year of the MSCI program, just
know that you should begin to think seriously about this decision. If you are beginning
the second year of your program, you should make a decision very soon! You will be
taking ED 790, Educational Research in Schools, in spring or summer of 2009; the
culminating event and the sharing of your research will be the focus of this capstone
course. Attached is the section of the Graduate Guidebook that describes the three
culminating event options—the Collaborative Research Publication (CRP), the Thesis,
and the Portfolio of Professional Growth—and provides some guidance to help you make
the best choice for you. Please read this Guidebook information again and let me know
what questions you have.
We want to encourage you to consider collaborating with a BHSU faculty
member to develop and submit your own research for possible publication. A great way
to start preparing for a collaborative research publication is to revisit your action
research project from ED 750, Action Research in Schools (taken in the second semester
of your MSCI program). Ask yourself if the research question from that project still
interests you. If it does, ask yourself if the study could be replicated or expanded into a
larger project. Also ask yourself if that research question (or another research question
you have in mind) would be of interest or value to other professionals in your field. If
you answer yes to any of these questions, please let me know! We have faculty members
who are willing to work with you. When I hear from you, I will connect you with a
faculty member whose research interests match yours. I look forward to hearing from
you. Thanks!
Pat Simpson for the faculty
ED 754, Professional Development Practicum in Schools, has been submitted to the
catalog with the following revised course description:
ED 754, Professional Development Practicum in Schools
This course engages graduate students in effective, supervised field-based experiences in
professional development and instructional program development in their specific areas
of specialization. Students participate in planning, implementing, and evaluating
professional development efforts at the grade, school district, and/or state level.

Supervision is shared by BHSU graduate faculty and public school mentors in the various
areas of specialization. 3 credits
The next meeting will be April 9, 2009.
Submitted by Pat Simpson
February 20, 2008

