MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COE ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE
January 26, 2007
Present: Hall, Downing, Hickenbotham, Hovland, Hess, Wolff, Alsup, Thompson,
Simpson
Minutes of the December meeting were approved with the changing of the March
meeting date to March 19. Downing moved approval, and Hall seconded the motion.
Hickenbotham reported that NCATE is considering piloting PRAXIS cutoff scores for
some programs. She also reported that the second draft of the new standards should
become official in April 2007 and that new sample program reports have been posted on
the NCATE web site.
Hall explained to the group that NCATE wants to make sure we examine the college
conceptual framework periodically to be certain it is still what drives our program. Hess
reported on her committee’s efforts to make our conceptual framework more definitive,
concrete, and measurable. She provided copies of the NCATE Checklist for Submission
of Conceptual Frameworks, noting that the conceptual framework has multiple sections
and can be 40 pages long with tables and appendices. We will develop our framework
collaboratively with the College of Arts and Sciences and with stakeholders, and continue
to evaluate it. We will articulate its knowledge/research base and develop a graphic to
represent it. That graphic should be used on college materials.
The group discussed our current conceptual framework , which states that we “prepare
professionals for the 21st century who are caring, competent, and confident.” Alsup
asked about Len Austin’s process of developing an instrument to measure “caring,” and
Hall reported that this may be a focus of Len’s work during a sabbatical leave. Alsup
reported on survey questions (used on exit, graduate, and employer surveys) related to
“caring.” For the last five years, BHSU has used these questions on surveys sent to 1, 3,
and 5-year graduates and their employers, as well as on candidate exit surveys. The
group discussed the effectiveness of our dispositions checklist as a measure of “caring,”
since students select the faculty members who complete these checklists. Hall asked the
group how committed they are to keeping “caring, competent, and confident” in the
conceptual framework. The group recommended that the COE Strategic Planning
Committee decide whether or not to retain the current wording. Hickenbotham
emphasized that the decision needs to be finalized soon.
Hall and Hickenbotham noted that the COE will plan another retreat in early April with
program assessment coordinators in the College of Arts and Sciences and the College of
Business and Technology. These program coordinators are part of the unit, along with
COE faculty. They are vital links to the COE, and they keep their department chairs
informed. Hickenbotham noted that Alsup, Carriveau, and Wolff will attend the spring
NCATE Conference.
The meeting was adjourned. The next meetings will be at 1:00 p.m. on March 19 and
May 14.
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