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Abstract: 
I will develop a unit plan for teaching the history of Romeo and Juliet as a work of 
literature that has changed throughout its many adaptations. I will support this by 
showing the importance of teaching the work's historical context and will emphasize 
how it may influence later manifestations of the work. I will adhere to the state of 
South Dakota’s English Education standards, particularly the standard stating “I can 
see how an author has used themes and topics from a previous author's work to shape 
their own.” (SDDOE). This specific well-known Shakespearean tragedy is significant in 
modern high-school education since it is taught in over 90% of American 9th grade 
English classes (Burton). What will make my unit plan different from other typical unit 
plans is the depth of the analysis of literary works that influenced Shakespeare’s 
version. While most students get to deeply explore the context of Elizabethan England 
while learning about the tale of the star-crossed lovers, mine will begin at the origin 
of the classic tale well over one-hundred years before Shakespeare writes his version. 
My unit plan will help students discover how a work was adapted by its various 
authors and how it developed over time in terms of the historical context it was in. 
Although my project will be focused on Romeo and Juliet, I hope to provide a plan 
that can be applied to many works of literature that will incorporate the work’s 
history and cultural situation. This template will allow other works that have been 
adapted throughout time to be taught in the same format. Furthermore, I will also 
show the significance of teaching literature through historical context and how it can 
help students to better understand the work. Works Cited: Burton, Johnathan. 
"Shakespeare in Liberal Arts Education." The Rock, Fall 
2013. http://www.whittier.edu/news/shakespeare-liberal-arts-education. Web. 
South Dakota Department of Education. “SD Common Core State Standards 
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Disaggregated English Language Arts Template.” http://doe.sd.gov/docs/ela. 2016. 
Web.  

I certify that: My project is at or near completion and the abstract accurately 
represents my findings:  
Yes 

Statement of Student Responsibilities: 

If my project is accepted for NCUR and I receive funding, I agree to: 

• complete my project before departure 
• make a trial presentation to my faculty advisor before departure 
• present my paper/project at NCUR and attend other sessions 
• all required IRB, IACUC and Biosafety approvals have been received 
• give presentation at Black Hills Research Symposium (BHRS) 
• Represent BHSU in a professional & responsible manner  
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