














Black Hills State University 
Intent to Plan: Master of Science in American Indian Studies 

Page 8 of 13 

intend to seek authorization to deliver this entire program by distance technology? If yes, 
identify delivery method(s) and intended start date(s). 

Off-campus No 
Distance delivery Yes, online delivery starting Fall 2017/2018 (hybrid) 

A majority of the proposed masters program will be delivered online. The program will also 
require a face-to-face capstone component that will be held on the BHSU campus.  

7. What are the University’s plans for obtaining the resources needed to implement the
program? Indicate “yes” or “no” in the columns below. 

Development/Start-up Long-term Operation 
Reallocate existing resources Y Y 
Apply for external resources Y Y 
Ask Board to seek new State resources Y Y 
Ask Board to approve new or 
increased student fee 

N N 

By the second year we would need to add one additional full time exempt line as a faculty or 
administration in American Indian Studies. BHSU will seek external federal and state funds in 
long term for support and development. Potential minor grants will also be pursued for course 
enrichment from the Bush and Vucurevich Foundations.  A formal program proposal will not 
come forward until financial resources have been secured for the program, including any 
requested new state resources. 

8. Curriculum Example: Provide (as Appendix A) the curriculum of a similar program at
another college or university. The Appendix should provide the required and elective courses in 
the program. Catalog pages or web materials may be used. Identify the college or university 
and explain why the program may be used as one model when the proposed program is 
developed. 

Appendix A provides the curriculum of Arizona State University’s Master of Science in 
American Indian Studies. This program is newly established nonetheless it is the only Masters of 
Science in American Indian Studies in the nation. This program may be used as a model in 
developing the program proposal, since BHSU will focus on similar outcomes. An estimate of 
twelve new courses will be developed with half of these courses being similar to the ASU course 
work. BHSU will also examine Masters of Arts programs offered by Montana State University, 
University of Oklahoma, and University of California, Davis. 

9. Additional Information. Additional information is optional. Use this space to provide
information not requested above. This item may be deleted if it is not used. 












